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What We Believe about Salvation — Ephesians 2:8-9

| have severalitems of good news and bad news foryou today. I’ll start with good news. The good newsis | wentto find
some good news, bad news jokes to start my message and just decided to skip that part all together. They were all
horrible and | knew y’allwould appreciate me leaving those out. So, let me give you some bad news. The bad news is
that humanity is born into this world with a void, something missing. And people try to fill that void with all sorts of
things that don’twork. On one hand, people try all the usual fleshly things: sex, drugs, alcohol, blah, blah, blah. On the
otherhand, some people try to fill the void with religion and good works.

The problem with living a life of sin is that it always endsin death, Hell and eternal separation from God. The problem
with human religion and good works is that it always endsin death, Hell and eternal separation from God. The drunk,
the drug addict, the prostitute, the child molester, the rapist, the murderer, the thief, the homosexualand every other
kind of sinner you wantto mentionis going to Hell. But, so are the people who are trapped in the false religions of the
world. Regardless of how sincere they may be in their belief system, those who have nothing more than religion are
headed to Hell. Whetherthey are Muslim, Hindu, Jewish, Humanist, Mormon, Jehovah’s Witness, orany otherreligion
that does not go through Jesusto getto the Father, theyare lost and headed forjudgment.

You want some more bad news? You can be a really good person and not live any of those lifestyles | just mentioned and
do lots of good things and be very moral and still go to Hell if you don’t have a relationship with Jesus. Infact, (so here’s
more bad newsand | promise | will getto the good newsin justa minute) God says we are all sinnersand we all deserve
to go to Hell. (Romans 3:23 and 6:23) Now that’s some serious bad news.

Now, to get to the good newsthat | promise is coming, | want to start with the good news and bad news that Paul gives
usin Ephesians chapters 1 and 2. Don’tworry. I’'m not goingto readit all. | can sum up the first chapter by saying the good
news is thatJesusis awesome! That’s not Paul’s word forit but that’s basically what he is saying. He talks about the grace
of Jesus, the love of Jesus and the power of Jesus. Ephesians 1is all about how good God is through Jesus andJesusis just
awesome. Theninchapter 2, Paul gives us the bad news. Youready? We are dead. Yep, we are all dead. Not only that but
Godis mad at us. The words Paul uses to say that are, “objects of wrath.” We'll see it in just a second. That’s bad news.
We're dead and God’s mad. So, there ya go. The bad news is we’re dead and God’s mad. The good news is | don’t have
any jokes. So, thanks forcoming. See yalater.

But I'll tell you what, let’s just turn to the book of Ephesians and let’s see if we can’t find some good news in there
somewhere. | bet we can if we turn to Ephesians chapter 2. The book of Ephesians is in the New Testament between
Galatians and Philippians. There is some serious richness to all those books. And while there is some bad newsin there,
Paul writes all those books to tell the really, really good news and we will see that in just a second. | promise. We are
continuing our study on what we believe and we have come to Ephesiansto see what we believe about how we are saved.
You can call it becominga Christian or starting your walk with the Lord or beingborn again or severalother names but it
all meansthe same thing. Let’s see what we have to do to go to Heaven. Justhow good do we actually have to be? How
do we know when our good deeds are more than our bad deeds? And, are those even good questions to ask? Let’s see in
Ephesians 2:1-10. Our main focus will be on verses 8 and 9 but let’s read this whole paragraph to get the context.

As foryou, you were dead in yourtransgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this
world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us
also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the
rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—itis by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in ChristJesus, 7 in orderthat in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been



saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — 9 not by works, so that no one can
boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do.

Woo! That’s good stuff! Now, if you can’t see the good news in there, somethingis wrong. What starts out as bad news
turns to good news because of God’s grace. Paulstarts out by saying that we — when we were still unbelievers —were
spiritually dead in our sins. We start out dead. We are born into sin. King David said in Psalm 51 that we are conceivedin
sin. Mankind has been born into sin since Adam and Eve had theirfirst kid, you know, Abraham Lincoln. @

Until we are made alive in Christ, we are dead in our sins. We can’t make ourselves alive to God or anything spiritual any
more than a physically dead man can make himself alive physically. We are dead to desiring God, desiring truth, having
true joy or happiness inthe hard times. We are dead to beingright with God. Apart from God, we are spiritual zombies.
We think we are alive and may act alive in some ways butwe are stone cold dead. Not dying, not very sick, dead to all
things spiritual. So, there is noway we can be good enough to get to Heaven. Just like a dead man doesn’tknow he is
dead, a sinnerdoesn’tknow he needs help. So, let’s look at the help we get. | wantto ask all the important questions,
namely the who, what, why, where and when of how we are brought to spiritual life. We know God does it butthe first
guestion | always have to ask is “Why?” Why would God do that for me? | don’t deserve it. You don’t deserve it. Why
would He do it? Well, Paul tells us in verse 4. Look at it again. “...because of his great love forus.”

That's it. That’s why. Last week one of the neighborkids came to church Sunday morning and | noticed that he seemed
to really be paying attention. Sure enough, he came back to church Sunday night and paid attention again. And
afterward, he stuck around and asked me some questions. One of the questions was very similar to the question | just
asked about this verse. Why? He asked why God would forgive somebody who could kill somebody else. It's agreat
guestion. Butthe answeris the same. He loves us. God made us. He created us and He has a vested interestin usas our
Creator. He wants what is bestfor us and doesn’t want us to go to Hell. He wantsto spend all eternity with us. Even
though our sin is highly offensive to Him, God still loves us.

If a person was driving down the road, texting on their phone and ran overand killed a small child, that person would be
arrested, tried and putinto prison for involuntary manslaughter. But after he served his sentence and paid all the fines
and did everything he was supposedtodo, he would be free togo. Asfar as the law is concerned, everythingis paid in
full. Butthat personhasdone nothing to restore the life of the child or repay the parentsfor their loss and grief. The
offense against them was immeasurably deeperthanit was to the state and the only way that person could ever have a
relationship with those parentsis if they forgave him. Only the offended can offerforgiveness and only forgiveness can
bring reconciliation. (MacArthur, Ephesians, page 58) But look. It says that God is rich in mercy. He is so rich in mercy
that He forgives us of oursins and shows us love. That is why He saves us.

The next question is how? How does God save us? This is the big question that | wantto getansweredtoday. Itis the
guestion that everybody needs to know the answer to because the spiritually dead have lots of answers and none of
them are truth. The truthis told to usin our main verses, verses 8and 9. We are saved by grace and through faith. Now,
this is where some people make abit of a mistake. Some people read this and think, “Well, okay, graceis God’s partand
faithis my part. Between me and God, we will get me saved. It’s a deal, God. You do yourpart and I’ll do mine.” Right?
Notexactly. See, the problem with that is...we are dead. Remember? Dead people can’t do their part to make
themselves alive. If we could do even that much, we could say that we did somethingto save ourselves and God doesn’t
wantto share His glory with us nor does He need our help. So, how does this work?

In Romans 12:3 it says that God gives everybody “a measure of faith.” A measure is not much butit is enough and He
givesit to everybody. The question s, what are you going to do with it? Think of faith like a muscle. Whenyouare born,
you are given muscles butthey aren’tvery powerful. Butfirst you start to lift yourlittle head. Thenyouroll over, then
walk a few steps. Pretty soonyou are running and climbing and able to lift heavy things and before you know it, you
have big muscles.



Faith is the same way. God gives you a small measure of faith. You don’t understand much of anything at first butyou
believe it and you act onit and it changes your life. Then you see how God works through your faith. You still don’t
understand everything but you see more and more that God is trustworthy and pretty soon you have some real
muscular faith. But if you start out sayingthat you were saved by God’s grace, our faith that he has given us AND
anythingelse...thatis wrong. That is actually blasphemy and don’t do that. Paul says that we are saved by grace and
through faith. But | hearya. Todd, uh, where does he mention being baptized as being part of our salvation? He doesn’t.
Where does it talk about taking the Lord’s Supper as part of beingsaved? It doesn’t. What about the part where we have
to be really, really good? Nope. See, all of that stuff is good, even commanded to do for people that are saved but it has
no part in the salvation process. “By grace and though faith.” Period. Do you know why he saves us like that? Verse 9
tells us that it is not by works so that we can’t brag aboutit. You know what bugs me? It bugs me when| hear people
brag about being able to do somethingandthentheysay, “It ain’t bragging if it’s true.” Right? No. It’s still braggingand
nobody wants to hearyou bragging about anything, especially God. He doesn’t wantyou to be able to brag about doing
the least little bit because every little bit you take credit foris the little bit that is taken away fromJesus dyingon the
cross to pay the price. We are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus alone.

Now my next questionis for whatreason are we saved? We have seen why we are saved. Because of God’s great love.
We have seen how we are saved. By grace and through faith. Now, forwhat reason are we saved? And for the answerto
this, we actually need to go back a verse to verse 7. Do you see the answerthere? Paulsays that God saved usto show
“the incomparable riches of His grace.” The incomparable riches of His grace. That, too, is obviously for our benefit but it
is first of all for God’s, because it displays for all eternity His incredible, amazing, overwhelmingly beautifuland
undeserved grace. Inall this there is a thought you need to come to realize and embrace. When God gets the glory,
everythingworks out better. God getting glory is the oil that lubricates the machine that blesses us. Have you ever
noticed that? It’s there in your life evenif you don’t notice it. When you give God the glory —when you make Him look
good in your life and you point to Him, you brag on Him, you let Him have the spotlight instead of yourself, God doesn’t
justshow a little grace to you. He blows up the whole situation with grace.

You getgrace and mercy and blessings. Your family gets grace and mercy and blessings. Your friends, your church, your
dog, your garbage man, the greeterat Walmart, the mayor of yourtown —it’s scandalous! It is overwhelming. Itis
incomparable! There is nothing like it. And one of the reasons that God has saved us by grace and through faith is to
show off his incomparable grace. And I’'m here for it. Yea, let’s do that! But there is anotherreason that God saves us by
grace and through faith and that is found in verse 10 and this is the last of my questions. For what reason did God save
us by grace and through faith? Verse 7 tells us it is to show off God’s grace and verse 10 tells us that he saves usalso to
do good works.

Look at verse 10 again with me. There is a little nuggethere |just have to touch on. It says, “...we are God’s
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” That word
“handywork” or some versions say “workmanship” is the word “poiema” (poy-ay-mah)in the Greekand it is where we
getour word “poem.” God is the Poetand we are His poem. | love that thought. He is writing a beautiful poem in our
lives. He is not finished yet but every time we do something good that brings Him glory, He is able to write another
verse.

And every day, God is setting you up, providing you with opportunities to do good works and make Him look good so He
can show off His grace. And that’s good for us and everybody around us. Sounds like a pretty good deal to me. How
aboutyou? Have you been saved by grace and through faith? Is there a time in your life that you can point to and
rememberasthe day you asked God to forgive you of all yoursins and then you asked Him to be Lord of all your life? All
you have to do is use the little bit of faith that God has given you. You don’t have to understand. If you understood
everythingit wouldn’t be faith. Just step out in faith right now and accept God’s incredible gift of grace. Do it right now
as the music plays.



