1

5/12/24 Christ Fellowship
How The War Ends — Revelation 21

| remember watching a show a while back on how recruits tried out to become Army
Rangers. It was crazy the torture they put these guys through. These are elite troops at the
top of their game mentally and physically and yet over half don’t make it through the basic
orientation. They are running and marching and packing out and staying in the freezing
water then picking a huge log up over their heads and then their boat goes over their head
and they do it all day, all week for two months!

What got me though was how so often the instructor would tell them the course they
would have to run. | don’t remember exactly but it was something like run with a full pack
and weapon for twenty miles, then swim out in the ocean to a boat and then swim back
then roll around in the sand and then figure out some impossible problem and then run
twenty miles back. And then they would tell them where the finish line was. But then, after
doing all that and being totally mentally and physically exhausted, they would get to the
finish line just on the edge of total exhaustion and the finish line wouldn’t be there. And
the instructor would tell them they now have to do pushups and sit-ups and then swim
and run and on and on. You could just see the look of unbelief in their eyes when the
instructor would do that.

But the instructors did that for a reason. They weren’t trying to be mean or just trying to
make them tough. They knew that’s the way it is in combat. The enemy doesn’t give you a
finish line. And just when you have fought your hardest to hold this line, the enemy attacks
somewhere else. And just when you have done everything you can to defeat this threat,
another threat pops up over there. It’s not fair but that’s how it is in combat.

Does that sound familiar to you? Does that sound like your life? Just when you have
defeated Satan in some area, he pops up in another. And then temptation is right in your
face but you manage to overcome it and it pops up somewhere else. Then the world
causes problems. Then you find yourself with money problems. And then you have health
problems. And then your family is acting crazy and then your wife leaves and your boss
fires you and you wonder just how much more you can handle. It’s not fair but that’s how it
isin life.

We have been talking for the last few weeks about how to handle the battles we have in
this life. We have seen who the enemy is. We have seen what to do first. We talked about
how to handle it when we face more than we can handle. And last week we looked at how



the Gospelis our greatest weapon when overcoming this world. For this last week | want
to see what it looks like when the battle is over. When is that going to be? How will we
know and what then? And will it be worth all the trouble that this life is? So, when will this
battle end? When we die. And what happens to us when we die if we have a relationship
with God through His Son Jesus? We go to Heaven, right? Heaven is the finish line.

But what will Heaven look like? Just how glorious will it really be? Well, let’s look at the
ultimate passage for finding out about the glory of Heaven. Turn to Revelation, the last
book of the Bible, and let’s look at chapter 21, verse 9, through chapter 22, verse

5. Revelation 21:9-22:5.

One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and
said to me, “Come, | will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me
away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance
was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high
wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the
names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east, three on the
north, three on the south and three on the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 The
angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its
walls. 16 The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city
with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as itis

long. 17 The angel measured the wall using human measurement, and it was 144 cubits
thick. 18 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19 The
foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first
foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the
fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth
turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve
pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as
transparent glass. 22 | did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and
the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be
shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought
into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or
deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.



22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On
each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit
every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will
there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants
will serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will
be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord
God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.

That’s a lot to take in, | know. Can you imagine what it must have been like for John? He is
shown something no one has ever seen before; something so unimaginably beautiful and
indescribable and he is told, “Now, write down what you see.”

Look at verses 10-11 again. He “showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God.” When Jesus said in John 14:3 that He
was going to prepare a place for us, thisisit. This is the capital city of Heaven. It’s not all
of Heaven, just the capital, where we will live with God and He will live with us. As |
understand it, we will be able to travel all over the new earth but this is the place to be, the
New Jerusalem.

Now, it says it shone with the glory of God. What does that mean? What is the glory of
God? We talk about it a lot. We sing songs about it. Itis referredtointhe Old and New
Testaments. We talk about doing things for our own glory in a negative sense but God
does things for His glory and that’s good. But what is God’s glory?

Well, | did some research — | googled it — and this is what | found. God’s glory is the beauty
of His spirit. So, there ya go. Hope that helps. Try not to cry as you meditate on that
poetic portrayal of literary beautifulness. But | need more than that. I’m not smart enough
to get anything out of that. So, | kept looking and let me share some of what | found.

When we talk about God’s glory, there is literally nothing that we are or know or have or
canimagine thatis notincluded in God’s glory. The Bible talks a lot about His glory. In
Exodus, it says that God’s glory went ahead of the Hebrew people in fire and cloud as they
crossed the desert. Moses saw the glory of God and his face glowed so bright he had to
wear a veil. All through the Old Testament His glory filled the temple.

In the New Testament, His glory was seen by the shepherds at the birth of Jesus (Luke 2)
and at the transfiguration of Jesus (Mt. 17). The resurrection and ascension of Jesus both
manifest God’s glory. 1 Corinthians 11:7 says man is the glory of God and Isaiah



43:7 says man was created for God’s glory. When someone dies, we sometimes say they
have gone to glory, speaking of Heaven and that’s correct. Asaph said the same thing
in Psalm 73.

Everything was created by God so everything is for God’s glory. Why has God ever done
anything? Why does God do anything even now? The answer is He does it for His glory. If
everything | did, | did for my glory, | wouldn’t have any friends. Everybody would hate

me. But when God does something for His glory, He deserves it and it’s good for
everybody.

The problem we have understanding that is that our finite brains cannot understand
infinity. How long or how far is infinity? We can’t understand that completely. But God is
infinitely powerful, infinitely loving, infinitely knowing. He is everywhere all the time and
always willing to forgive if seriously asked. That kind of infinity is impossible for us to truly
relate to but through faith we know it’s true.

In this life, sometimes God allows things to happen to us that are difficult to understand
and difficult to get through but, in the end, if we are obedient, it is for our good and for His
glory. BUT...in the next world; in Heaven, everything will be for His glory and we will share
in that glory because of His grace. It will be beyond all we could ever ask orimagine. He s
infinitely creative and Heaven will reflect that creativity all to His glory and we will get to
live there with Him.

Go back to our passage in Revelation 21. It says that it shone with the glory of God and its
brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel. Then John goes on to describe the
enormous and incredibly beautiful city. Just try to imagine how big and how beautiful this
is. The New Jerusalem will be 1400-1500 miles cubed. Okay, so picture the state of
Texas. Imagine driving from El Paso in west Texas to Longview in east Texas. That’s a long,
long way and it’s also about half of one side of this city, the New Jerusalem.

| looked on a map and I’m guessing it will cover about three-fourths of the United States
butit saysitis as high asitis long and wide so that makes it a perfect cube. It doesn’t say
it but how else could it be a cube unless it has levels of some kind? | don’t know. Maybe it
has twelve levels. Whatever it looks like, there will be plenty of room for everybody.

Let me throw in a couple of things here. First, some commentators say that due to its
immense size and shape that obviously these measurements are not literal. Surely they
are symbolic and maybe that’s true but, again, | will always err on the side of taking the
Bible literally and | do here as well. First off, God goes into great detail to show us by



man’s measurements how this place looks. Also, yes, numbers are often symbolic in the
Bible but they can be symbolic and literal.

Another thing | want to add here is that | know some of you are thinking you don’t care
about the size. You just want to go there and not have any more crying and pain and |
understand that but, again, God has given us great details here. He told John to write this
down for areason and do you know what that reason is? Why does God do anything? For
His glory! Studying this, understanding it and even just thinking about it and discussing it
gives God glory and builds us up in the process.

So, we looked briefly at the size of the New Jerusalem. Let’s think about the colors. God
loves colors. Think about how many different colors He made just humans, not to
mention the animals and the fish and the flowers and the sunsets. God’s creativity always
includes color and this city will be outrageously beautiful in color.

While | might not pronounce each precious jewel correctly in verses 19-20, | did look
them all up and there is every color of the rainbow decorating the city walls. If this is what
this earth looks like now, can you imagine how beautiful and bright and colorful the New
Earth is going to be?

You know | love sunrises and sunsets. | read the other day that the reason the sky turns
different colors is based on a couple of things. Rain and dirt or dust affect it but the main
thing has something to do with the wavelengths of the different colors that our eyes

see. During the day, the sky is usually blue because the sun, the source of the light, is
close and blue has a short wavelength. In the evening, when the sun is far away, the sky
turns red and orange because those colors have long wavelengths. That’s just God’s
creativity. | thought that was interesting. You may not.

But anyway, verse 23 says that the New Jerusalem will not need the sun because God’s
glory will give it light and if God’s glory is everywhere...what color will the sky be? In verse
5 of this chapter, Jesus said, “/ am making everything new” so who knows what color the
sky will be but | bet itis rarely a dull gray. Sunrises and sunsets show God’s glory. How
much more so when His glory is the light? Oh, | can’t wait! Okay, we have to move

on. There is way too much stuff here to discuss this morning. You have to come back
tonight and we will get into more detail. | want to skip all the way to the last part of our
passage this morning. Look at verse 5 of chapter 22.

There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for
the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.



What do you think it means that we will reign forever and ever? | don’t know why exactly,
but some people have a hard time with this. But that word “reign” means just exactly what
you think it means. What does a king do? He reigns. He has control. He rules and has
influence. He has power. The problem is, for an earthly king, power has the tendency to
corrupt, doesn’tit? Do you know why? Satan.

Satan always wants to counterfeit, corrupt, skew and twist everything God intends for us
but reigning is exactly the thing we were created to do. Leave the last book of the Bible
and turn all the way over to the first book of the Bible and you’ll see why | say

that. Genesis chapter 1, verse 26.

The New Living Version says, “Then God said, ‘Let us make human beings in our image, to
be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the
wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.”” Let us
make man in our image and they will reign. Adam and Eve were created to rule and reign
over the old earth but they failed. Inthe New Earth, we won’t fail. There will be no greed,
no corruption, no bribes or kickbacks. Every Old Testament saint, every New Testament
believer, every Christian from every country, every tribe, every class, everywhere will be a
ruler over some group or city or nation. How do you like that?

Well, some of you may think you don’t necessarily like that. Reigning is not your style. It’s
not your idea of Heaven. Well, that’s okay. It’s God’s idea of Heaven and if God wants you
to rule, then He will give you the gifts, the abilities and the mindset to do it and do it well,
without the curse of sin that we have now.

Whatever your opinion is of President Biden, I’m sure all of us think sometimes about what
he could do or say or not say that would be better. It’s that way with every

president. We’re all great armchair presidents. Well, imagine how it is going to be in
Heaven when you really can make those decisions but you will have the very presence of
God there with you to make wise and beneficial choices for everybody.

Because crowns are the primary symbol of ruling, every mention of crowns in the Bible is a
reference of our ruling with Jesus. (Heaven, Randy Alcorn, page 217) Revelation

2:10 says, “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and | will give you the crown of

life.” Revelation 2:26 says, “To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, | will
give authority over the nations.” Revelation 3:11 says, “l am coming soon. Hold on to
what you have, so that no one will take your crown.”



In Luke 19, in the parable of the king’s servants, Jesus talks about those who are faithful
with little will be given much and even talks about it being cities that we are to take charge
of. Idon’tknow where every person will reign but your eternal satisfaction and fulfillment
depends on your faithfulness here in this life. Heaven is going to be great for everybody
there but some people, the ones that are faithful and obedient here, will have more
satisfaction, more blessings - yes, even more fun —than those who are not.

| think about the thief on the cross next to Jesus. The man never did one thing in this world
for the sake of Christ or in His name. All he did was at the very last minute he believed
with all his heart that Jesus was the Messiah, the Way, the Truth and the Life and that he
wasn’t getting to the Father or to Heaven except through Jesus. That’s all it took for that
man to make it to Heaven but he got there with no crowns or rewards to speak of.

Even he will reign over something. It may be a hut out in the woods or something. | don’t
know. But | want more for my eternity. How about you? Are you being faithful with what
you have been given in this life? If we were created to reign and our reigning will be for the
glory of God, | don’t want to give Him the bare minimum glory. | want everybody in my life
here on earth and in the next life in the New Earth to say, “Look at what God has done in
Him and through him. If God can use him and bless him, the broken man and cracked
vessel that he is, | wonder what God can do through me.”

Your eternity depends on your ability to stand. That’s what all this is about. When Satan
attacks with temptation...stand. When Satan attacks with the worst thing he can throw at
you...stand. When the world attacks...stand. Semper Stantes. Always Standing. Stand in
God’s power with His armor and give Him the glory and your rewards will last for eternity.

Maybe, like that thief on the cross, you have spent your life doing what you think is best,
without any real regard for what God says or wants from you. How’s that working out for
you so far? Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way which seems right to a man, but in the
end it leads to death.” | love you too much to not tell you the truth. There is a real Heaven
and areal Hell. Repent and turn away from your sin. Ask for forgiveness of that sin and
believe in your heart that Jesus is Lord and make Him Lord of your life today. We are not
guaranteed another breath. Do it right now as the music plays.



